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§ 21.34 Certification by candidate; re-
quirement of new physical exam-
ination.

If a candidate for appointment in the
Regular Corps or an officer of the Re-
serve Corps on inactive service has
passed a physical examination within a
period of one year from the date on
which it is contemplated that he will
be appointed or called to active duty,
he shall, prior to being appointed or
called to active duty, certify that to
the best of his knowledge and belief he
is free from all disease or injury not
noted in his record at the time of his
examination and that he is willing to
serve in any climate. If a candidate for
appointment in the Regular Corps, or
an officer of the Reserve Corps on inac-
tive service, has not passed a physical
examination within a period of one
year from the date on which it is con-
templated that he will be appointed or
called to active duty, he may, prior to
being appointed or called to active
duty, be required to undergo such phys-
ical examination as the Surgeon Gen-
eral may direct to determine his phys-
ical qualification for appointment or
call to active duty in accordance with
standards prescribed for original ap-
pointment, or he may be appointed or
called to active duty after executing
the certificate described in this sec-
tion, but shall be physically examined
to determine his physical qualification
for continued active service in accord-
ance with standards prescribed for
original appointment within a period of
15 days after reporting for duty at his
first station.

[21 FR 9806, Dec. 12, 1956, as amended at 24
FR 1790, Mar. 12, 1959. Redesignated at 25 FR
5184, June 10, 1960]

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO
REGULAR CORPS

§ 21.41 Professional examinations,
holding of; subjects to be included.

From time to time the Surgeon Gen-
eral may order examinations to be held
in such professions or specialties with-
in professions and for such grades as he
deems necessary for the purpose of pro-
viding merit rolls of eligible candidates
for appointment in the Regular Corps
and shall, if a professional examination
is to be required, prescribe the subjects

relating to each profession or specialty
within such profession in which can-
didates will be examined.

[21 FR 9806, Dec. 12, 1956, as amended at 24
FR 1790, Mar. 12, 1959]

§ 21.42 Examinations; junior assistant,
assistant, or senior assistant grade.

The examination for appointment to
the junior assistant, assistant, or sen-
ior assistant grade in the Regular
Corps shall consist of (a) a written pro-
fessional examination relating to the
fundamentals of the candidate’s profes-
sion or specialty within his profession
and their relationship to the activities
of the Service, and (b) an examination
as to the candidate’s general fitness,
which shall include an oral interview,
and a review and evaluation of the can-
didate’s academic and professional edu-
cation and professional training and
experience, and may include other
written tests to determine the can-
didate’s fitness for appointment as an
officer. If an applicant for appointment
to any of these grades is an officer of
the Reserve Corps who has been on ac-
tive duty for not less than one year im-
mediately preceding his application,
the Surgeon General may direct that
the officer be examined as provided in
§ 21.43.

[21 FR 9806, Dec. 12, 1956, as amended at 24
FR 1790, Mar. 12, 1959; 25 FR 11099, Nov. 23,
1960]

§ 21.43 Examination; full grade and
above.

The examination for appointment to
the full, senior, or director grade in the
Regular Corps shall consist of a review
and evaluation of the candidate’s aca-
demic and professional education and
professional training and experience.
The Surgeon General may, however, di-
rect that the examination of a can-
didate for appointment to any such
grade shall also include an oral inter-
view, a written or oral professional ex-
amination, or both.

§ 21.44 Clinical or other practical dem-
onstration.

In the discretion of the Surgeon Gen-
eral a candidate for appointment to
any grade up to and including the sen-
ior assistant grade in the Regular
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Corps may be required to perform suc-
cessfully a clinical or other practical
demonstration which, if required, shall
constitute a part of the professional ex-
amination.

§ 21.45 Rating values.
The examination of every candidate

for appointment to any grade in the
Regular Corps shall be rated by a board
appointed pursuant to § 21.30 in accord-
ance with such relative values for each
part of the examination as are pre-
scribed by the Surgeon General. No
candidate who receives a final rating
below 80 shall be appointed in the Reg-
ular Corps.

§ 21.46 Merit roll.
Each board appointed pursuant to

§ 21.30 to consider the qualifications of
candidates for appointment as officers
shall assign a numerical rating to each
candidate for appointment in the Reg-
ular Corps who passes the examination,
and shall submit a report to the Sur-
geon General of the ratings and the rel-
ative standing of all such candidates
for each grade in each profession or
specialty within a profession. The Sur-
geon General shall submit each such
report with his recommendations to
the Secretary, and, if approved by the
Secretary, the report shall constitute a
merit roll from which the Secretary
shall, in accordance with relative
standing, recommend available persons
to the President for nomination as
commissioned officers of the Regular
Corps. A board may consider any newly
discovered evidence relating to the
physical, professional, or personal
qualifications of any candidate exam-
ined for appointment. Upon rec-
ommendation of such board after re-
view of such evidence, the Surgeon
General, with the approval of the Sec-
retary, may correct the rating of a can-
didate or may qualify or disqualify a
candidate. The placing of a candidate’s
name on a merit roll shall give no as-
surance of an appointment. A merit
roll shall expire when a new merit roll
in the same profession or specialty
within a profession and grade has been
established, but no merit roll shall con-
tinue in effect longer than two years
after its approval by the Secretary.
Every candidate who has not been

nominated by the President for ap-
pointment prior to the expiration of a
merit roll on which his name appears,
shall, unless he requests the oppor-
tunity to be reexamined, be rated with
the next group of candidates of the
same profession or specialty within a
profession for appointment in the same
grade and shall be given the same rat-
ing he had on the expired merit roll. If
two candidates who were examined at
the same time receive the same numer-
ical rating the elder candidate shall as-
sume relative standing on the merit
roll over the younger candidate. If a
candidate whose name is being trans-
ferred from an expired to a new merit
roll has the same numerical rating as a
candidate whose name is being placed
on the new merit roll for the first time,
the former shall assume relative stand-
ing on the merit roll over the latter.
The name of a candidate may be re-
moved from a merit roll in the event
that he refuses an appointment when
offered. No candidate’s eligibility for
appointment shall exceed two years un-
less he again becomes eligible as the
result of another examination.

[21 FR 9806, Dec. 12, 1956, as amended at 24
FR 1790, Mar. 12, 1959]

§ 21.47 Examination; anticipation of
meeting qualifications.

A potential candidate for appoint-
ment in any grade in the Regular Corps
may be examined within a period of
nine months prior to the date upon
which it is anticipated that he will
qualify for appointment under this sub-
part. Upon successful completion of the
examination, his name will be entered
on a merit roll. In the event that his
name, in order of relative standing
among all candidates, precedes that of
fully qualified candidates, his name,
for purpose of appointment, shall be
passed over in favor of fully qualified
candidates until such time as he be-
comes fully qualified, but in no event
shall he otherwise lose his relative
standing on the merit roll, except as
provided in § 21.46. If the candidate fails
to qualify for appointment at the time
that it was anticipated that he would
qualify, his name shall be removed
from the merit roll.
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